
 

 

 

 

  
Client: O’Brien Atkins 
Location: Durham, NC 
Real Estate Type: Renewal 
Services Provided: Tenant Representation 
Square Footage: 15,065 SF 
 
 
Overview 
As a leader in creative architectural design and engineering solutions, O’Brien Atkins was in need of a more efficient 
space that met the future demands of their business. O’Brien Atkins engaged Rich Commercial Realty (RCR) to help 
them further understand viable options within the market based on the firm’s valued brand and space requirements. 
O’Brien Atkins had occupied the top floor of the building they designed and had occupied since the mid 1980’s. Recently, 
progressive advances in technology have heavily influenced many professional firms to reconsider their workplace       
environments.  Making changes to their space posed a challenge for their Landlord given that the firm occupied the entire 
top floor.  
 
Results 
By strategically evaluating the market, RCR built leverage with the current Landlord and secured strong economic terms 
for a renewal option.  O’Brien Atkins reduced their square footage requirement by one-third, resulting in more efficient 
space and substantial savings in rent. As part of the strategy to improve space utilization and optimize functionality for the 
firm, Rich Commercial Realty was successful in negotiating a shared board room and enclosed a former patio for needed 
additional square footage in their space. All of these improvements were made at the Landlord’s expense.   
 
Value Added 
RCR secured above market rent concessions as well as significant financial savings by reducing their square footage. As 
a result of the negotiation process, the firm was able to obtain an aggressive tenant improvement package that included a 
turnkey up-fit.   By re-negotiating base year charges, RCR laid the framework for a highly productive and profitable space 
in a building which showcased the client’s work and brand. 
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“Rich Commercial’s representation was     
invaluable to O’Brien Atkins and their        
professionalism was impeccable.” 
 
—John Atkins, Chairman and Chief           

Executive Officer 


